The family name Heliobacteriaceae is not validly published. The purpose of this note is to provide a description of this family in accordance with the Rules of the Bacteriological Code (1990 Revision).
Heliobacteria are anoxygenic phototrophic bacteria that contain bacteriochlorophyll g (Gest & Favinger, 1983) . The family name Heliobacteriaceae first appears in a paper published in 1987 by Beer-Romero & Gest (1987) . In this paper, these authors provide a description of the genus Heliobacillus and a description of the species Heliobacillus mobilis. However, Beer-Romero & Gest (1987) do not propose a description of the family Heliobacteriaceae and thus this name can be considered as only an incidental mention [Rule 28b (3) of the Bacteriological Code (1990 Revision) (Lapage et al., 1992) ]. Later, the names Heliobacillus and Heliobacillus mobilis were validly published by citation on Validation List no. 65 (Beer-Romero & Gest, 1998a , 1998b , but the family name Heliobacteriaceae does not appear in this list.
In volume one of the second edition of Bergey's Manual of Systematic Bacteriology, Madigan (2001) cites the name Heliobacteriaceae as follows: 'Heliobacteriaceae' BeerRomero and Gest 1987, 113 . In volume three of the second edition of this manual, Asao & Madigan (2009) According to Rule 27 (2) (De Vos & Trüper, 2000) , a reference to a previous effectively published description is in accordance with the Rules. So, in order to avoid confusion, we propose herein the valid publication of the family name Heliobacteriaceae with a reference to the paper by Asao & Madigan (2009 The description of the family is that given by Madigan 2009 (Asao & Madigan, 2009) . The type genus is Heliobacterium Favinger 1985, 223 (Gest & Favinger, 1985) . More information on the properties of the family Heliobacteriaceae can be found in the review paper by Asao & Madigan (2010) .
